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Never underestimate the importance of soil testing

by Bruce Giffin

yellowr Canerpillar Do bulldozer

was half buried in the ground, nose

furst, @il end podnting high o dhe

aky like an embedded ket pienc-

ing the Barth. The scene reminded me

of Cadillac Banch, the piece of art, ner

Awmarille along Intersgare 40, of the ten

Cadillacs buried ar a 45 degree angle, Seill

in his set, the operator locked over at me

with a keok of surprse and dsbelief. Right

beforme cur eyes, the solid ground we were on

haad wurmed w0 Jell-r amed heal € swvallomsed ugp
his tracsor,

[t o 1987, carly on in our careens as
general contractors, [ewas the beginning of a
remidding project on a hoame thae we wene
o add BOO squerre feet o An old shed of
a garage was in the Backyvand and the plans
citlbed for remcoving it The first thing the Cat
operabor had o dooon the jobowas oo i,
which ook all of b five seconds mo doas
it was danding in place mosly cut of habie
The rmarmg sounds of heasy machimery ae
high thrombe mised with the squeal of rusted
bending naiks and old boards collapsing i
a heap. Back and forth, on and off the wp of
the debeis, twistivg and niming, hescromdhed
it . O the foairth run off the top of the
pale, five mimaes after he started, the ground
spddenly liquebed and the bulldozer doe
sl fursr imio el oy nowess,

Whar a sorprise, as all around s
outcroppings of sandsone boulders speod
and our concern had beern about Ainning
irite rocks, ot liquefiction. There had been
ner soils peport prepanal for the project. e
wiasn't really requimed, amd, as the existing
b didn'e exhibie ooy sgre of sress from
the earth, it wasn't assarmed thae we meseded
it. The bulldeser was so buried thar it ook
amother tmetor wo get it ot The vibeations
amdl mewement of the equipment had been
just the right frequency o mrn solid ground
i b, Ahb, the oy of building,

I s ivstant, we found our thar whar
wind suiprposed b be o sinple new addition
with a basic founckation was going to requine
a great deald owvore thoughe aned engimeering
before procesding further. There was an
underground streanm bed mumming dhrough
the propery and even though it wes a dry
spizarr, there wen enough water flowing below
thie surface that we bead 1o expose it and divers
it arcnid the site. Investigation shoed thae
there was five feet of alluval dirt aned colrlles
ehiar haed weshed dowen over the eoms on top
of a thick bwer of hard pan k. The ground
wiber was making s way from the wop of
the meountims o the coean along the sem
brepaeen the two Lvpers,

Adier comsadtation with soils engineens,
the recommamendiriors were o dig ot the mudk

umntil we hit that Lgper of hard pon, import dry
it amdd cosmgact it back o place. Addivicnally
the foundarion for the addition would b b
hawe footing entersions. The chamgee orders that
e ot from the escwsator were so shocking that
we decided wo pe cther bids,

Three weeks later, with a new sucwating
contractor, we began again. Although his price
s a thind bess, w0 sy that this rnew ecsating
cottrctor was a likeble chameter would be an
caeratatenent. The firs due surfaced when, as
her atmerngted to mamewver his emnemely barge
encavator down the lane, the neighbors cone
il o uiesdacan whiat was going on. He was such.
am ungleasane gury, that in less then fee minites
cae OF the neighbors had pulled her Dodge
Beomodine wan rose g nose with his gigotic
encavator 1o block the Tane, Thar's when we gor
thee call. [t was gemming mcre and more heared,
amed a8 winy Busines partner Geoff [Crame] and
[ shomped up, not only wene the police arriving
bait the Sherifs depnaties as well, In dhe mads
of this, the sasamting contrctor jumped into
the driver’s sear of the van and anemgpred o
start it The van comer flew inn o rge and was
grabbing him around the neck, pumomeling
amed throttling hin and orving oo pall hiom out
A thar’s when the cops moved in.

Ader the duse searled, the neighbos ageeed
o allesw @ savaller excnmator down the lane and
thee project moved foraand and vas baile as per
recomendations. Years lager, it quietly sands
there, its briet moment of rmoil unkoosn
encept i those who experienced it Mearshile,
aa builders, the lesors e barmed wene o
always advise our clienms o ger seils weporms,
even on seeningly incorsequential projeces,
build good relations with the neighbor: and
keep them informed, and that the cheaper
priced trade contecor s oot always the right
choice, Oh yes, one more thing..om emaotion-
ally erying daye, send the dienes fowen: and o
good boale o wine,
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